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CHAPTER   II

OBSTRUCTION BY THE IRISH NATIONALISTS AND ITS
OVERTHROW1   (1877-1881)

THE continued development of reform in the rules of the
House of Commons reached a new and critical stage
about the middle of the Seventies in the nineteenth century,
owing to the direct pressure of a most important political
event, the formation of the parliamentary Home Rule party.
This is not the place to touch even slightly upon the
changing but always melancholy story of Irish National
parties and their policy since the union of Ireland with
Great Britain. It will be necessary, however, to make some
preliminary remarks on the political position and organisa-
tion of the Irish at this crisis in parliamentary history, in
order to explain the dominant influence which Irish affairs
asserted on the transformation of the order of business in
the House of Commons.

From the beginning of the nineteenth century, two dis-
tinct tendencies have simultaneously been at work in Irish
movements, and have alternately come to the front: the
achievement of Irish independence has been the goal of
both ; but, while the one has produced a party trusting
entirely to revolutionary methods and agitation, the other
has been represented by a constitutional party, using legal
weapons and endeavouring at the same time to promote in
Parliament measures for the economic and social improve-
ment of Ireland. After the forcible suppression of the Irish
rebellion of 1848 and the fruitless efforts of the Young
Ireland party, the revolutionary tendency had, by the end of
the Fifties, once more undergone considerable development
and become the choice of the Irish people. With the zealous

1 For this period in general, see Annual Register, 1875 to ?882! John
Morley, " Life of W. E. Gladstone," vols. ii. and iii. ; Justin McCarthy,
"A History of Our Own Times," vols. iv. and v.; Barry O'Brien, "Life and
Letters of Charles Stewart Parnell " (2 vols.); Torrens, " Reform of Procedure
in Parliament, 1882 " ; Michael Davitt, "The Fall of Feudalism in Ireland."
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